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MUS U 159, Composition I, 2 credits
Spring 2007
Charles Nichols
charles.nichols@umontana.edu
(406) 243-5360
Schedule:
Classes meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:10-2:00 pm in room 103.
The Final Exam is scheduled for Wednesday, May 9 at 1:10-3:10 pm in room 103.
Office hours are Monday-Wednesday at 3:10-4:00 pm in room 214.
Description:
MUS 159 is a two-semester first-year course in music composition, a project-based class that covers the theory
and realization of various compositional concepts. Prerequisites include the ability to read and write music, and
a basic understanding of music theory, as evaluated by the instructor.
Scores and recordings of pieces will be presented for study and discussed in class, supporting the topic of the
week. Students are required to keep a Notebook, in which they write observations about the pieces studied in
class, along with points of class discussion.
Students are also required to keep a Listening List of pieces studied outside of class, detailing the title and
composer of the piece, and including observations about the compositional techniques used. Students should
listened to and write about at least three pieces or movements, of concert art music composed in the 20th or 21st
centuries, outside of class each week.
Each student will complete several short Exercises for the class, meant to promote an understanding of the
compositional concepts discussed in class. The Exercises will be performed in class, by instrumentalists
arranged for by the instructor.
Each student will also produce Midterm Project and Final Project pieces, which should incorporate many of the
concepts discussed in class and experimented with in the Exercises. The Midterm Project will be a short piece
for trio, and the Final Project will be a short piece for quartet or small chamber ensemble. Students are required
to arrange for the performers for their Midterm and Final Project pieces, which will be presented in class. The
projects should be planned for early, and worked on throughout the semester.
The Final Exam will be a short piece realized during the scheduled two hours, using compositional techniques
covered during the semester.
The required texts for the class, the Essential Dictionary of Orchestration by Dave Black and Tom Gerou and
the Study of Orchestration by Samuel Adler, are meant to aid in the realization of the compositional Exercises,
Midterm and Final Projects, and Final Exam.

Materials:
The required textbooks for the class, the Essential Dictionary of Orchestration by Dave Black and Tom Gerou
and the Study of Orchestration by Samuel Adler, can be purchased from the University of Montana Bookstore.
Students are required to compose their Exercises, Midterm Project, Final Project, and Final Exam by hand, with
a pencil on staff paper. Staff paper can be purchased from the Bookstore, printed in the Lab from Sibelius, or
downloaded from the web. Submitted scores and parts may be computer-engraved, but must be accompanied
by a copy of the hand-written scores and parts.
Grades:
The Exercises will cumulatively count as 10% of the final grade, and will be graded on creative effort, technical
understanding, and notation. Late exercises will be deducted a half letter grade each class. The Notebook and
Listening List, will each count as 10% of the grade, and will be graded on amount and detail of information
included. Notebooks and Listening Lists will be evaluated at the Midterm, and due at the Final Exam. The
Midterm Project and Final Project will each count as 30% of your grade, and will also be graded on creativity,
demonstrated understanding, and notation. The Final Exam will count as 10% of the final grade.
Attendance is mandatory, and excessive absences will be reflected in your final grade. In addition, each student
will be required to attend the Composers Showcase concerts on April 9-10, and the Contemporary Chamber
Players concert on April 17.
Extra credit may be added, changes may be made to the requirements of the course, and classes may be added,
which will be optional, to benefit the students. Students with disabilities or special needs should talk with the
instructor about these needs.
Calendar:
Spring:
Weeks 1-3
Weeks 4-6
Week 7
Weeks 8-10
Weeks 11-13
Week 14
Week 15

Form: recurrence, development, and variation
Timbre: instrumental technique
Midterm Project presentations
Form: priority and perspective
Timbre: instrumental combinations
Final Project presentations
Final Exam

Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code:
All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the
course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University. All students need to be familiar with the
Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review online at
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321.

